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During the nineteenth century, Christian missionaries vied for the Chinese souls they thought
they were saving. But many things held them back: Western gunboat diplomacy, unequal treaties

and their own prejudices, which increased hostility towards Christianity. 'One more Christian,

one less Chinese,' has long been a popular cliche in China. Guns and Gospel examines the
accusation of 'cultural imperialism' levelled against the missionaries and explores their complex

and ambivalent relationships with the opium trade and British imperialism. Ambrose Mong
follows key figures among the missionaries, such as Robert Morrison, Charles Gutzlaff, James

Hudson Taylor and Timothy Richard, uncovering why some succeeded where others failed, and
asks whether they really became lackeys to imperialism.

"Ambrose Mong, offers readers a nuanced interpretation of the Protestant experience in China,
from the days of the earliest missionaries to the present day. Concentrating on 19th century
missionary personalities, his theme is the interaction between imperialism and evangelism. He

clearly shows how the ambivalent connection between Christianity and the Western incursion
into China time and again presented obstacles to the spread of the gospel. Guns and Gospel

should be read by all who are interested in the early history of Protestant Christianity in China,
and its continuing impact on the church today." Philip L. Wickeri, Professor of Church History,
Ming Hua Theological College, Hong Kong --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition

edition.About the AuthorAmbrose Mong, PhD, is assistant parish priest at St Theresa’s Church,

Hong Kong and part-time lecturer and research associate at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong. He is also the chaplain to Spanish-speaking inmates at Hong Kong correctional

institutions. His books include Purification of Memory: A Study of Modern Orthodox Theologians
from a Catholic Perspective, Accommodation and Acceptance: An Exploration in Interfaith
Relations, Guns and Gospel: Imperialism and Evangelism in China and Dialogue Derailed:

Joseph Ratzinger’s War Against Pluralist Theology. --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.
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For Peter C. Phan Christendom from its earliest days found it impractical to follow the ways

of Jesus – to actually reflect the mind of Christ – as demonstrated by its violent politics,
aggressive and self-centred economics, and fierce militarism.Jonathan J. Bonk… whatever the

Christian mission means, it can no longer ride on the carrier wave of white superiority. It must

make its own way in the world and offer its own reputation, which is by no means the reputation
for success which gave our fathers so great a missionary advantage. That can scarcely be
expected of a faith whose founder was crucified.Alan R. Booth

ForewordTravelling along a tiny road in a remote area of north central China in 2003, my vision

was suddenly captivated by the sight of a massive church rising out of a cornfield, with a mural
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Nothing else but humble cottages and farmlands could

be spied for as far as the eye could see. Clearly a structure built by Western Catholic
missionaries at the end of the nineteenth century, the church was both a consolation and an
anomaly to me, for it warmed me with comforting images I had seen and loved so often in my
Catholic upbringing, but which seemed so out of place in this bucolic Chinese setting. An

impromptu visit revealed that the Catholic faith had been practiced in the village for centuries,
surviving the prohibitions of the Kangxi Emperor, the Taiping Rebellion, the Opium Wars, the

Boxer Rebellion, the incursions of warlords, the Japanese invasion and occupation, Mao
Zedong’s early purges, and the Cultural Revolution. Yet I was looking upon this church at a time

when many international scholars were confidently asserting that Communist China already had
the largest Christian population in the world. Iconic and ironic as the mural of the Sacred Hearts
may have been, it was also a fitting symbol of the symbiosis between East and West that has

been Christianity in China.In Guns and Gospel: Imperialism and Evangelism in China:
Imperialism and Evangelism in China, Dr. Ambrose Mong takes us on a fascinating journey that

is the history of Christianity in China as seen through the prism of Western missionary activity.

The fruit of many years of reflection and research, Dr. Mong’s work offers wonderful insights into
the process of how Western missionaries brought Christianity into China by attaching
themselves to Western diplomatic, economic, and military expeditions; at first an expedient
means of gaining entrance into the nearly impenetrable mainland, but which later proved to be

an impediment to the faith’s acceptance by the majority of the Chinese people. His analysis,

which focusses on the Protestant missionary enterprise, does not disappoint as it considers the
Jesuit project of evangelisation that flourished during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
and the successes of which inflamed the hearts and imaginations of Protestant missionaries

from Britain and the United States with the hope of one day bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to the Chinese masses. Sadly, the disastrous debacle of the Chinese Rites Controversy and the
consequent demise of the Jesuit adventure in the Middle Kingdom made obvious the greatest

weakness in the Western missionary project – the plague of cultural hubris – which, as Dr. Mong
ably demonstrates, was, and continues to be, the supreme barrier to the effective preaching of
the Person and Gospel of Jesus. It was the infrangible bond between this cultural hubris and the

rise of Western national and religious imperialism that, when enacted on the world stage,
yielded nothing less than unbridled political, military, and economic expansionism. While

seeking to take advantage of the movements and protection of diplomatic, naval, army, and

commercial ‘missions’ – an irony to which he calls our attention – Christian missionaries also

accepted the heavy burden of being identified with the best and the worst of these entities.In an
interesting examination of the causes of the widespread rejection of Christian missionaries by

the majority of Chinese, Dr. Mong explores the ways in which the Christian message inspired

one of the most serious uprisings in Chinese history, the Taiping Rebellion. A volatile mix of
Christian doctrine, racial resentment, and messianic megalomania, the bloody fourteen-year

revolt led by the self-proclaimed ‘Brother of Jesus’, Hong Xiuquan (1814–1864), engendered

widespread disapproval of Christianity by people in every corner of Chinese society. Dr. Mong

traces how and why Christian thought was identified as the ideology that not only animated
Hong to undertake his ruinous quest but also galvanised revolutionary forces that were

composed of what powerful and influential Chinese viewed as the most disreputable elements

of the social spectrum.Equally intriguing is his study of the Boxer Rebellion, which, conversely,
was in large measure organised in face of perceived Western attempts to destroy traditional

Confucian culture. More to the point, Christian missionaries were viewed as an extension of the
foreign powers that increasingly encroached on Chinese territory, flouted Chinese law, pressed
for increasingly unequal concessions, and abused Chinese citizens. The general belief that

Christian missionaries were also responsible for these ills, however unfounded they might have

been, further contributed to a rejection of the Christian message as simply an extension of
Western attempts to dominate and eventually conquer China.Dr. Mong does not speak in

generalities but takes us into the lives and thought of four Protestant missionaries – Robert

Morrison, Charles Gützlaff, James Hudson Taylor, and Timothy Richard – as well as into the

world of one of the most celebrated and beloved novelists of the twentieth century, Pearl S.
Buck, who spent forty years in China. In each case, he skilfully presents the tensions, toils, and

tribulations of these evangelists, who sought to impart those Western values they considered
essential to a ‘civilised’ way of life, and which would lead to the acquisition of the material and
spiritual benefits enjoyed by the developed nations of the West. At the same time, these

evangelists, who were often dependent on Western governments and economic institutions to
sustain their ministries, were also forced to suffer the outrages Westerners perpetrated against

the Chinese people. Dr. Mong paints a detailed and colourful picture of the countless abuses

Westerners committed, all of which incited the rage of Chinese of every class and status against
both foreigners from the West and the Manchu interlopers of the Qing dynasty, who were deeply
resented due to their inability to halt foreign aggression.Guns and Gospel: Imperialism and

Evangelism in China concludes with a consideration of the place of Christianity in contemporary
China, an officially Marxist state that embraces atheism. I write this as a Professor of Romance
and Classical Languages, a Professor of Asian Studies, a Roman Catholic priest of the Jesuit

Order, and a ‘Scholar of the People’s Republic of China’. When I was notified of my reception of

this highest award in the field of education conferred upon a foreign scholar, it struck me that a
Communist state – which I have come to love and admire deeply – should so honour a Jesuit

priest! As Dr. Mong, himself a Roman Catholic priest of the Dominican Order, so clearly proves,

the Good News of Christianity and the good works performed in its name have not been the
problem. Rather, what has caused bitterness, resentment, and, in many cases rejection, have

been attempts by some Westerners to link the message of Jesus with Western imperial
hegemony, to equate meaningful worship with unquestioned acceptance of curial structures,
and to insist that religious inculturation be understood as abandonment of the Chinese cultural
heritage and adoption of Western paradigms.Dr. Mong argues that dialogue and cooperation

with the Communist regime are essential for a continued flourishing of Christianity in China.

Indeed, his many books on inter-religious dialogue, his propounding of the need for openness,

and his scholarly inquiries into the ways in which Christianity might be made more
understandable and attractive to Asians of all stripes make him one of the foremost inter-cultural
theologians in China today. If China does, in reality, have the largest number of Christians in the

world, the faith appears to be following along a good path. Nonetheless, as he stresses, the

work of continuing to develop a Christian Church with Chinese characteristics that is ever more
responsive, as he states, to the ‘crying out of the people’, can only enrich the lives of hundreds
of millions of Chinese. Further understanding of the past through thoughtful and probing studies,

such as we find in Guns and Gospel: Imperialism and Evangelism in China: Imperialism and
Evangelism in China, will surely be facilitated through the efforts of scholars like Ambrose Mong.

This book serves as both a cautionary tale and an invitation. We can only hope that all of us will

become more aware of our cultural assumptions, and more sensitive to the beliefs and concerns

of others. As he makes abundantly clear, the continued flourishing of Christianity in China – and
the world over – depends on the grace of God, our desire not to commit the mistakes of the past,
and our willingness to seek the goodness in others.It was my great pleasure to meet Dr. Mong at
an international conference held at the Hong Kong Baptist University in 2013 entitled ‘The

Catholic Church in China from 1900 to the Present’. The topic of his paper at the time was
‘Challenges and Opportunities for the Church in Secular Societies’. Guns and Gospel:

Imperialism and Evangelism in China: Imperialism and Evangelism in China surely provides us

with deep insights into many of the ‘challenges’ that Christian missionaries faced as they sought
to spread the Christian message in China. Given that one in every five faces on our earth is

Chinese, this clear, detailed, considered, and highly accessible study is not only timely, but

essential reading for us all. We now anxiously await further considerations by Dr. Mong on what
dimensions of ‘opportunity’ lie ahead for the Christian Church in China.(Rev.) Mark DeStephano,
S.J., Ph.D.Saint Peter’s UniversityJersey City, New Jersey,U.S.A.

PrefaceOn his official visit to Britain in October 2015, Chinese President Xi Jinping was
welcomed to Downing Street, attended a lavish state banquet hosted by the Queen, and spent

two nights at Buckingham Palace. All these grand manifestations of hospitality happened

because Britain is once again keen to trade with China, just as it was in the nineteenth century.
In his speeches to the dignitaries at Buckingham Palace and the peers at the Palace of

Westminster, Xi reminded his audience that Britain and China were becoming ‘increasingly

interdependent’. Many British people are concerned about Britain’s close relationship with
China, believing that Britain is kowtowing to China in order to get £30bn in deals. The BBC’s

political editor, Laura Kuenssberg, asked, ‘Is there any price that is worth paying in order to

further our business interests with China?’1The times are changing – during the mid-nineteenth
century Britain had to use military aggression to force China to open up its coastal ports for more
trading and proselytising activities. It was an ‘informal imperialism’ in which Britain maintained a
kind of flexible control over Chinese territories for trade purposes.2 Indeed it was China’s

administrative practice and Britain’s needs that created this interdependency.It was the spirit of

the age when Britain took it upon itself to civilise other countries by force and violence if
necessary – it was the age of imperialism. F.W. Farrar, Dean of Canterbury, in 1900, held that

‘imperialism’ included ‘the wider meaning of that view of national duty and policy which
maintains that we are bound to uphold, even at the cost of war, and in spite of all hazards, the

Empire over those vast regions which the Providence of God has placed under our dominion
and immediate influence’.3The imperialists in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries

sincerely believed that Britain had the sacred duty to subdue and conquer other countries and
ensure that the natives be taught the ‘true religion’, Christianity. Mission became concomitant to
imperialism. Using evidence from the Old Testament, Farrar believed war was necessary to

defeat the tyrannous evil. Even the saintly quintessential English poet, William Wordsworth

(1770–1850), wrote:But thy most dreaded instrumentIn working out a pure intent,Is man array’d

for mutual slaughter,Yea, carnage is thy daughter.In its effort to inform China about the West, the
Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge in China, founded in Canton on 29 November
1834, declared:We are now, then, to make the trial, whether the celestial empire, after it has

defeated all efforts to bring it into an alliance with the civilised nations of the earth, will not yield

to intellectual artillery, and give to knowledge the palm of victory.4The war metaphors used in
the above passage such as ‘intellectual artillery’ and ‘palm of victory’, anticipated actual military

aggression in the Opium War (1839–1842). The employment of information and military powers

to further commerce and evangelisation would benefit both the merchants and the missionaries
tremendously. War waged against China, be it in the arts or artillery, would open up China for

trade and proselytising.5 There was thus a convergence of interests for both merchants and
missionaries. To the colonial government of Britain, both guns and gospel were necessary to

open up China to receive the blessings of Western civilisation. Some missionaries were also

convinced that the Chinese would only respond to force alone.6The unholy alliance between
missionaries and merchants, which to us now seems scandalous and shameful, did not

generally affect the Christian conscience in the West. After all, the profit from opium trading
brought much material advantage to Britain, while the native Chinese were given the chance to
go to heaven. Under the protection of gunboats and unequal treaties forced upon China, foreign
missionaries entered freely into the interior to propagate the Christian faith.American

missionaries also took part in this battle for Christ and entered China in great numbers under the

auspices of British imperialism. At the same time, in 1882, the American government enacted

the Chinese Exclusion Act to prohibit Chinese people, whom they viewed as racially inferior,

from becoming US citizens. Americans, it seemed, did not want the Chinese to enter California,

nor did they want them to land in hell. The history of relations between China and the West is

truly one of the most bizarre and fascinating in modern times.This work, Guns and Gospel:
Imperialism and Evangelism in China: Imperialism and Evangelism in China, attempts to explain

why, in spite of so much toil and sacrifice undertaken by foreign missionaries in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, Christianity is still a minority faith in China. The book aims to be a

critical examination of missionary activities that took place under the auspices of gunboat

diplomacy and unequal treaties, and that eventually increased hostilities of the natives towards
Christianity. ‘One more Christian, one less Chinese’ has long been a popular cliché in China.I

would like to express my sincere gratitude to the following persons who have proofread the
chapters and offered their insights: Anne Lim, Vivian Lee, Patrick Lo, Patrick Colgan, Margaret

Cleary, Trish Madigan, Scott Steinkerchner, and Patrick Tierney. Thanks also to those who have

encouraged and supported me in my writing endeavours all these years. They are as follows: Lai
Pan-chiu, Josephine Chan, Abraham Shek, Rosalind Wong, Philip Lee, George Tan, Emily Law,

Tommy Lam, Dennis Chang, Henrietta Cheung, Gemma Yim, Justina Leung and Patrick Chia.

Working in the Parish of Ss. Cosmas and Damian has given me many opportunities to reflect on
the importance of the local church and the need to present Gospel teachings that are

meaningful and relevant to the lives of the people. The office staff of this parish, Alice Yim,

Esther Chu, Apple Koo, and my Chinese tutors, Agnes Lo and Annie Yan, have also provided me

with tremendous support and friendship. Last but not least, I would like to thank Adrian Brink,
managing director, Angharad Thomas and Lisa Sinclair, editors, of James Clarke & Co., for their

help in bringing this work into print. It is a great joy and pleasure to work with the staff of this
efficient and venerable press. Any errors that remain are, of course, my own.Ambrose
MongHong Kong________________________________________________1. Jessica Elgot,

‘Xi Jinping UK visit roundup: red flags, red carpets and Greene King’, The Guardian, 23rd
October 2015. .2. See Edmund S. Wehrle, Britain, China, and the Antimissionary Riots, 1891–

1900 (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1966), 6–11.3. F.W. Farrar, Dean of
Canterbury, ‘Imperialism and Christianity’, North American Review, Vol. 171, No. 526

(September 1900), 289. For a detailed explanation of the definition of ‘imperialism’, see Brian
Stanley, The Bible and the Flag (Leicester: Apollos, 1990), 33–53.4. Quoted in Chen

Songchuan, ‘An Information War Waged by Merchants and Missionaries at Canton: The Society
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge in China, 1834–1839’, Modern Asian Studies 46, 6 (2012),

1706.5. Ibid., 1705.6. Stuart Creighton Miller, ‘Ends and Means: Missionary Justification of Force

in Nineteenth Century China’ in John King Fairbank, ed., Missionary Enterprise in China and
America (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1974), 280.
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